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EXPLANATORY NOTE FOR THE DATA REPORTING FORMAT FOR THE OSPAR COMMON INDICATOR ON PLASTIC PARTICLES IN FULMARS’ STOMACHS

Agreement 2015-09

This explanatory note accompanies the Excel reporting sheet for the OSPAR Common Indicator on Plastic Particles in Fulmars Stomachs. The indicator methodology is outlined in OSPAR Agreement 2015-03, which can be downloaded from the OSPAR Website (www.ospar.org).

	Field
	Example
	Remarks

	SampleCode
	NET-2012-001
	Unique number for sampled bird: formed of three CAPITAL LETTERS, hyphen, YEAR of collection, hyphen, sequential 3-DIGIT-NUMBER within that year.  (Lettercode usually indicative for a local group or geographical range, but not fixed: please coordinate letter-codes with lead; in sequential number please ensure to include leading zeros).

	SpeciesName


	Fulmarus glacialis
	Scientific species name (following the World Register of Marine Species:   http://www.marinespecies.org/)

	SampleDate
	20130918
	YYYYMMDD

(date numerically as yearmonthday without hyphens e.g. 20130918 representing 18-Sep-2013)

Unknown day may be estimated as eg. 15th; but if month lacks and cannot be reliably deduced, do not use that bird 

	Country


	Netherlands
	English Country Name following the listing in: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/m49/m49alpha.htm (sometimes shortened; see list in JAMP Guideline) 

	LocationDescription
	Texel paal 12;  Hoornderslag-Westerslag
	Description of sample location (text max 75 characters)      Do not use comma’s (replace any comma by semicolon)

	AreaCode
	NLD4040
	AreaCode as agreed between the North Sea groups in file Fulmar-AreaCodes-Table_20160311.xlsx: that is as a:         

3 CAPITAL LETTER country code plus a 4 DIGIT NUMBER  (The Country Code follows ISO 3166: as listed in http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/m49/m49alpha.htm.

The 4 digits represent a hierarchical sequence of smaller geographical units as explained in above file. Background of the exact hierarchical structure of numerical codes differs per country. NB:  Only use codes as agreed in above mentioned file. Discuss additions/changes with OSPAR Lead   

	Latitude


	53.0415


	Latitude in decimal degrees accurate to the 4th decimal using WGS84 CRS;  latitudes listed can either be a general one linked to the AreaCode or  a more specific for LocationDescription

	Longitude
	4.7136  
	Details as for Latitude; negative values for western longitudes;  positive for eastern longitudes)

	Sex


	F
	SEX of the bird:  choose from list:

· M =  Male

· F   =  Female

· UNK = Unknown

	AgeGr


	NONAD
	AGEGROUP code choose from list:

· ADULT = Adult (breeding age)

· NONAD = Non Adult (juveniles + immatures)

· NOAGE =  Not Aged

	NIND
	10
	Count of the number of industrial plastic particles in the sample

	GIND
	0.1664


	Mass of industrial plastic particles in grams, accurate to 4 decimal places

	NUSE
	65
	Count of the number of user plastic particles in the sample



	GUSE
	0.3938
	Mass of user plastic particles in grams, accurate  to 4 decimal places

	NPLA
	75
	Count of the total number of plastic particles in the sample

	GPLA
	0.5602
	Total mass of all plastic particles in grams, to 4 decimal places


� As amended by EIHA 2016. Update 2019 (see Agreement 2015-03)
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