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Protecting and conserving the
North-East Atlantic and its resources




OSPAR Recommendation 2016/1 on the reduction of marine litter through the implementation of fishing for litter initiatives
Source: OSPAR 16/20/1, Annex 5

RECALLING Article 2(1) of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic (“the OSPAR Convention”);
RECALLING Annex V to the OSPAR Convention on the protection and conservation of the ecosystems and biological diversity of the maritime area, and in particular its Article 3 1.a, which makes it a duty of the OSPAR Commission to draw up programmes and measures for the control of the human activities identified by the application of the criteria in Appendix 3;
RECALLING that the OSPAR Quality Status Report 2010 and the Joint Assessment by UNEP and the OSPAR Commission of the litter problem in the North-East Atlantic have concluded that marine litter is a persistent problem, which originates from both sea and land based activities, that affects the entire marine environment, the ecological effects of which are not fully understood;
RECOGNISING the OSPAR Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (RAP) agreed in June 2014 and the action No 53;
RECOGNISING the social, economic and ecological impact of marine litter in the marine and coastal environment;
AIMING to provide a means through which Contracting Parties can reduce the amount of marine litter in their waters and address one of the main sources of marine litter through awareness raising and changes in behaviour;
NOTING the successful establishment by some Contracting Parties of Fishing for Litter initiatives.
The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic RECOMMEND:

1.
Definitions

1.1
For the purpose of this Recommendation:

“Fishing for Litter initiatives” means Fishing for Litter projects as outlined in the Guidelines on how to develop a Fishing for Litter project (OSPAR Agreement 2007-10).

“Marine Litter” means any persistent, manufactured or processed solid material discarded, disposed of or abandoned in the marine and coastal environment.

2.
Purpose and Scope

2.1
The purpose of this Recommendation is to promote the establishment of new or additional Fishing for Litter initiatives in fishing harbours of Contracting Parties and to facilitate:

a. the raising of awareness of the social, economic and ecological impacts of marine litter among fishermen and within the fishing industry;

b.
a change in waste management practices within the fishing industry;

c.
the direct removal of marine litter from the marine environment within fishing areas.

3.
Programmes and Measures 

3.1
Contracting Parties should promote the establishment of Fishing for Litter initiatives in line with OSPAR Agreement 2007-10 whereby:

a.
fishermen are provided, at no cost to them, with large hardwearing bags, or other suitable receptacles, in which they can collect marine litter that accumulates in their nets as part of their normal fishing activity. This does not include operational or galley waste from the vessel;

b.
facilities are available for these bags to be deposited in any harbour participating in an OSPAR Fishing for Litter initiative at no cost to the fishermen and disposed of, where possible, in line with the waste hierarchy: reuse, recycle, recover and dispose;

c.
the number of vessels and harbours taking part in Fishing for Litter initiatives and, wherever possible, the weight of the collected marine litter brought ashore is recorded and the data is collected by Contracting Parties for OSPAR reporting purposes;

d.
a communication plan is developed and implemented to promote the initiatives and to raise awareness of fishermen and the fishing industry to the impacts of marine litter;
e.
if the cost of disposal is likely to exceed the budget of an FFL initiative, a participating harbour should advise the vessel to use the existing harbour waste reception facilities and alternatively provide information on disposal facilities of another harbour that can be used.
3.2
Contracting Parties should notify the details of their national contact for these initiatives to the OSPAR Secretariat.

4.
Entry into Force

4.1
This Recommendation has effect from 24 June 2016.
4.2
Upon taking effect this Recommendation supersedes OSPAR Recommendation 2010/19.
5.
Implementation Reports

5.1
By 1 January 2017 Contracting Parties should present to the OSPAR Commission:

a. a short description of the initiatives that they have or plan to establish to meet the aims of this Recommendation and a short description of their experience with its implementation; or


b.
an explanation why they have not established any such initiatives (e.g. descriptions of other initiatives which are equally effective in fulfilling  the requirements of this Recommendation).
5.2
Contracting Parties should report to the OSPAR Commission annually on the effectiveness of this Recommendation (i.e. number of harbours, number of participating vessels and approximate annual tonnage of collected marine litter), in line with the reporting format outlined in Agreement 2016/03.
5.3
The OSPAR Commission will review arrangements set out in this Recommendation every six years in light of experience of its implementation, based on the reports submitted in line with the reporting format in Appendix 1. 

Appendix 1

OSPAR Recommendation 2016/1 on the reduction of marine litter through the implementation of fishing for litter initiatives
I.
Implementation Report on Compliance

	Country:
	


	Reservation applies:
	yes/no*


	Is measure applicable in your country ?
	yes/no*


If not applicable, then state why not 

Means of Implementation:

	By legislation
	By administrative action
	By negotiated agreement

	yes/no*
	yes/no*
	yes/no*


Please provide information on:

a.
specific measures taken to give effect to this measure;

b.
any special difficulties encountered, such as practical or legal problems, in the implementation of this measure;

c.
any reasons for not having fully implemented this measure should be spelt out clearly and plans for full implementation should be reported.

*	Delete whichever is not appropriate.
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